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Enhydra lutris (Linnaeus, 1758)
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W £ Sea otter
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The sea otter is distributed over the coastal areas of the North Pacific Ocean from the eastern part of Hok-
kaido to California. Since the 1990s, recorded sightings have increased on the eastern part of the Hokkaido
coast. From Cape Erimo to the East Hokkaido coast, it is estimated that several sea otters are resident and
around ten of them are inhabitants including seasonal visitors. From incidental catch by fishing nets, it is dif-

ficult for the sea otter population around Hokkaido to stabilize.
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