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Rhinolophus perditus Andersen, 1918
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L £ : Iriomote least horseshoe bat
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The Yaeyama least horseshoe bat, Rhinolophus perditus, is endemic to Ishigaki and Iriomote Islands of the
Yaeyama Islands. Many large breeding colonies used to occur on this island but now it is not possible to find
any maternity colony consisting of more than 500 animals. As the area of the islands is 511.73 km® most of
which has been changed to agricultural land and urban districts, the extent of suitable habitat has been esti-
mated to be less than 500 km®. Furthermore, the remaining forest habitat in which the bats forage for food is
severely fragmented and decreasing rapidly. In some stalactite caves, bats have disappeared due to overuse
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