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Oncorhynchus nerka (Walbaum, 1792)
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Himemasu, Oncorhynchus nerka, is a resident type of sockeye salmon with a maximum length of about
40cm. Native Himemasu has been distributed in Lake Akan and Lake Chimikeppu in eastern Hokkaido. The
Himemasu population in Lake Akan was originally transplanted to Lake Shikotsu in 1893, and then the ana-
dromous sockeye salmon population in Lake Urumobetsu, Iturup Island were also transplanted to Lake
Shikotsu during 1925-1940. And also, Himemasu in Lake Shikotsu has been transplanted to Lake Akan. Due

to a mixture of the gene pool resulting from hybridization, native Himemasu in Japan are endangered.
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