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Anguilla japonica Temminck & Schlegel, 1846
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Anguilla japonica has a highly commercial value in Japan, but the catch of both adult and glass eels in num-
ber has decreased continuously since the 1970s. From the fishery data, the population that enters into the
Japanese rivers is estimated to have seriously decreased. The cause of the decrease of the eel catch is as-
sumed to be the overcapture of glass eels that crowd together into the mouths of rivers, weirs that prevent
young eel from moving up the stream, and the diminishing of refuges. The aquaculture technology of eels on

a commercial basis has not been completed yet.
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