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Niwaella delicata (Niwa, 1937)
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ing due to the devastation of river environments.

The Ajime-loach, Niwaella delicata, is a species endemic to Japan, distributed in the upper and middle
reaches of rivers in the Kinki and Chubu district. This species inhabits riffle or rapid areas, feeding on algae
or aquatic insects on the stream bed using its fleshy sucker lip in spring and summer, and migrates in autumn
to groundwater seepages for the winter. It lies dormant for nearly half a year and spawns in early spring. Fish-
ermen exploit this behavior and set traps in spring and autumn. Populations of this loach have been decreas-
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